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exists to worship God and equip His people for service.
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May you be still as we trust in our Heavenly Father and rest in the peace Christ
has purchased for us and given to us in the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Please prepare yourself for worship by prayerfully reading and meditating on
the Scriptures and quotes below.

Preparation for Worship

Pre-Prelude Via Dolorosa with The Old Rugged Cross arr. Dick Tunney
Collette Levi, piano

Prelude Beneath the Cross of Jesus arr. Jack Schrader
Greg Hostetler, trumpet, and Katie Stuckey, piano

But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have
set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. Isaiah 50:7

Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck;
write them on the tablet of your heart. Proverbs 3:3

Now when they had testified and spoken the Word of the Lord, they returned to
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. Acts 8:25

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave itto the wrath of God, for it is
written, ‘Vengeance is mine, [ will repay, says the Lord.” Romans 12:19

Put on then, asGod's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Colossians 3:12

For the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. James 1:20

“Satan recognizes anger as a fertile field, capable of producing all kinds of
sin.” Bob Deffinbaugh

“Anger is [not] in itself sinful, but...it may be the occasion for sin. The issue of
self-control is the question of how we deal with anger. Violence, tantrums,
bitterness, resentment, hostility, and even withdrawn silence are all sinful
responses to anger.” R.C. Sproul

“If contemporary Christians ask themselves how much of their love reflects the
love of God in its various dimensions, they should also ask themselves how
much of their hatred reflects the hatred of God. Just as we can prostitute love,
so we can prostitute hatred.” D.A. Carson

“Mercy is given to be shared. And what it touches, it ultimately sweetens. We
are to pass along what we have received from God - steadfast love, inexplicable
kindness, overflowing compassion. We sinned against God and He responded
with mercy. We are called to go and do the same.” Dave Harvey

“The only real, practical measure of my appreciation for the goodness and
mercy of God to me is the extent to which [ am, in turn, prepared to show
goodness and mercy to others.” Phillip Keller

“When you hear of a notorious sinner, instead of thinking you do well to be
angry, beg of Jesus Christ to convert, and make him a monument of His free
grace.” George Whitefield

Today'’s flowers are given to the glory of God.

Worship for the Lord’s Day - March 15, 2026

Welcome and Announcements
Adoration of God

*Call to Worship Psalm 103
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy Name! Bless
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, Who forgives all your iniquity,
Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from the pit, Who crowns you
with steadfast love and mercy, Who satisfies you with good so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle's.

*Hymn of Praise No. 164 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (stanzas 1-4,6)

Invocation Elder Tom Kasischke

Affirmation of Our Faith
Q. 98. What s prayer?
A. “Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to His
will, in the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful
acknowledgment of His mercies.”

*Hymn of Worship No. 649

Celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism

Westminster Shorter Catechism

More Love to Thee, O Christ
Avenlea Claire Stuckey
Hymn of Blessing Jesus Loves You

Confession of Sin and Means of Grace
Pastoral Prayer

I'd Rather Have Jesus arr. Kay Hawkes Goodyear
The Covenant Choir with Brett Levi, bass

*The Reading of God’s Word Luke 9:51-56
The Message from God’s Word

Choral Reflection

“A Lesson in Mercy ”
Pastor Steve Mirich

*Hymn of Response His Mercy Is More

Offertory Prayer

Offertory He Was Despised by G.F. Handel (Isaiah 53:3)
Elsie Shuler, contralto, and Brett Levi, organ

Welcoming New Members (see back of bulletin)

Response and Blessing

*Sending Hymn No. 246 Man of Sorrows! What a Name (stanzas 1,4,5)

*Benediction 2 John 1:3
Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus
Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love.

*Doxology

Postlude All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name arr. Dan Forrest/Douglas Wagner
Brett Levi, organ
*Indicates when the congregation stands (if able)
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